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Restoring the Circle Committee

380 9th St E
letter sent April 30, 2009 by email





Owen Sound ON
N5K 1P1 
519 376 1560 (519 376 5458 fax)
restoringthecircle@gmail.com 

Dear Editor:

The Restoring the Circle (RtC) Committee was formed in May 2008 in response to the national Truth and Reconciliation Commission and its call for communities to provide events to further the work of healing and reconciliation. We are a group of community members, representing aboriginal groups, churches, the local community college, community organizations, service agencies, health care professionals, educators, business people, farmers, and individuals from many nationalities and age groups, youth to elders. 
The committee has been meeting for a year now, to organize some local events. One event was the Where Are the Children? Healing the Legacy of Residential Schools Art Exhibit at the Tom Thomson Art Gallery in January and February of 2009. We were so blessed to have the gallery co-sponsor this exhibit, along with the Aboriginal Healing Foundation. Many thanks to Stuart Reid and all those who worked so hard to make this event meaningful and a great success. The exhibit was viewed by many people in our community, including school groups, church groups, and survivors of the Residential School system. Many were touched by the photographs and excerpts from school records. Some of the issues surrounding the impacts of the Indian Residential Schools on our communities and ourselves were brought to our awareness: the loss of aboriginal family, culture, and identity; the damage done by the many abuses within this system; the legacy of guilt that now affects those of us who were the privileged within our society. 
The RtC Committee continues to meet with the intention of bringing clarity to each other and to our local communities about these issues, and finding ways to continue the healing process. We want to provide opportunities for people of all nations to rekindle awareness of who they are and what they are capable of, and to empower all people to seek ways to foster their own physical, mental, emotional and spiritual healing and growth.  As you can imagine, this has not been an easy task. Just as we read in the news about the difficulties that the national Truth and Reconciliation Commission faces as it attempts to begin this process of telling the stories and finding ways to bring about reconciliation, so our local group has been going through struggles. Nevertheless, we go on, knowing that this work must continue, even though at times it seems too difficult, too tempting to give up and go our separate ways.

Our next project is Restoring the Circle Maandige (Mon-deh-geh: The Gathering), a three-day gathering for people of all nations, all ages, all walks of life. The Maandige will be held September 28 – 30, 2009, at the Harry Lumley Bayshore Community Centre. We will be looking at the history and culture of aboriginal peoples before contact with Europeans, especially locally; the impacts of the Indian Residential Schools on home, family and culture; and opportunities for building relationships between our different local aboriginal and non aboriginal peoples. There will be healing ceremonies, ancestor’s ceremonies, talking circles, storytelling, presentations by native health professionals, workshops exploring positive possibilities for our communities, and open space where we can seek ways to bring about healing and wholeness for all people.
As we move forward with the Maandige, we are excited to announce that we have hired, with funding from the Trillium Foundation and administrative support from the United Way, a co-ordinator, Angela Ashkewe. Angie will be working out of the United Way office at 380 9th Street East in Owen Sound. She is now accepting registrations for the gathering. Send her an email at restoringthecircle@gmail.com and she will send you a registration form. Sponsorships are available to help with registration costs, as we feel no one should be excluded from attending due to lack of funds.
We’d like your support. Make it a priority for your organization, school, management, staff, volunteers or students to be active supporters and participants in the Truth and Reconciliation process.

Raise awareness of the opportunities for community healing and growth that the RtC events provide.  Inform your staff, students and volunteers about our events, and support their attendance at them.

Publicize Restoring the Circle Events in your organization and use your internal and community information networks to get the word out. Funding and volunteers are needed for the RtC events.  Please consider becoming one of our advertised supporters, by donating and helping.

Contact us: 

Angela Ashkewe

Maandige Coordinator
restoringthecircle@gmail.com 
380 9th St E
Owen Sound ON
N5K 1P1 
519-376-1560 
519-376-5458 fax

Tina McDougall, R.N. 

Maandige Chair

paultinam@yahoo.ca 

65 Sydney Bay Road

Cape Croker First Nation, Ontario

The Rev. Claire Miller
Restoring the Circle Committee

1331 4th Ave West 

Owen Sound ON 

N4K 4W9

519-376-4986

clamill@bmts.com 

